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(54) Card connection adaptor 

(57) A card connection adaptor to be used for con- 
necting a card sbt compliant with a first standard to a 
card compliant with a second standard by fitting the card 
in the card slot. The adaptor includes: a first connector 
for signal transfer to and from the card slot; a second 
connector for signal transfer to and from the card; and 
a card-shaped housing. The housing has first and sec- 
ond covers (12.13) and a frame (11) held between the 



first and second covers. The housing Is formed with a 
card retaining space (2) for retaining therein the card, 
and has a card insertion port (2A) provided on one end 
face thereof and communicating with the card retaining 
space (2). The first cover (1 2) Is formed with a cut-away 
portion (12A) recessed from the card insertion port (2A) 
in a card insertion direction and having a greater width 
than the card. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Field of the Invention 



[0001] The present Invention relates to a card connection adaptor for connecting an IC card such as a memory card 
or a functional extension card to an information system such as a personal computer, or a portable information system 
represented by a PDA (personal digital assistant), a digital still camera and a digital video camera. 



Description of Related Art 



[0002] Recent notebook PCs (personal computers) are generally equipped with PC card slots. Functional extension 
of such a notebook PC can be achieved by inserting a PC card Into the PC card stot. Exemplary PC cards include flash 
15 memory cards, modem cards and SCSI cards. 

[00031 The PC cards are designed in compliance with the PC Card Standard, and classified into three types which 
have thicknesses of 3.3 mm (Type I). 5.0 mm (Type II) and 10.5 mm (Type III), respectively with a rectangular plan 
shape of 54.0-mm width and 85.6-mm length. 

[0004] For smaller-size information systems such as digital cameras, electronic organizers and portable phones, 
20 smaller-size CF (CompactFlash (registered trade mark)) cards are employed instead of the PC cards to meet a heavy 
demand for size reduction. Typical examples of the CF cards are flash memory cards which are employed to store 
image data picked up by digital cameras and schedule data and address data for electronic organizers. 
[0005] The CF cards are designed in compliance with the CFA (CompactFlash Association) Standard and classified 
into two types which have thicknesses of 3.3 mm (Type I) and 5.0 mm (Type II), respectively with a rectangular plan 
25 Shape of 36.4-mm width and 42.8-mm length. 

[0006] Further, the digital cameras, digital voice recorders and portable phones employ small-size memory cards 
adapted only for memory functions. Such a small-size memory card includes a memory IC die packaged by resin- 
sealing, and is characterized by its extremely small thickness. Examples of the small-size memorycards include Smart- 
Media (SM (registered trade mark)), Miniature Card, MemoryStbk and MultiMedia Card. 
30 [0007] These cards have outer dimensions as shown below. 



SmartMedia (SM) 
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MultiMedia Card (MMC) 
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[0008] Since the smaller-size information systems do not always have a sufficient data processing capability, it is 
often necessary to load image data picked up by a digital camera into a notebook PC for editing the data or to transfer 
data between an electronic organizer and a notebook PC. 

[0009] However, when data retained in the small-size information system is to be loaded into the notebook PC via 
a CF card or a small-size memory card, for example, such a card cannot directly be fitted in the PC card slot of the 
notebook PC because the PC card slot is designed in compliance with the PC Card Standard. 
[0010] Therefore, card connection adaptors are conventionally provided for connecting a CF card or a small-size 
memory card to a PC card slot. ^ . * 

[0011] Such a card connection adaptor includes a housing having a shape conformal to the PC card, a first connector 
provided on a front edge of the housing for connection to a PC card slot, and a second connector provkJed within the 
housing for connection to a CF card or a small-size memory card. A card retaining space for receiving the CF card or 
the small-size memory card is provided within the housing. The card retaining space opens to a rear face of the housing 
as seen in an insertion direction in which the card connection adaptor is inserted into the PC card slot. Where the 
small-size card has a thickness close to the thickness of the card connection adaptor, the card retaining space may 
also open to the upper and/or lower side of the housing. In any case, the small-size card is inserted into the card 
connection adaptor from the rear side of the card connection adaptor in the same direction as the adaptor insertion 
direction in which the card connection adaptor is inserted into the PC card slot. 

[001 2] However, this arrangement has drawbacks from mechanical and electrical viewpoints. More specifically, when 
the card connection adaptor is fitted in the PC card slot, a rear portion of the small-size card fitted in the card connectbn 
adaptor is exposed from an opening of the PC card slot. Hence, there is a possibility that the small^ize card is dis- 
connected from the card connection adaptor by some external force. If the small-size card is disconnected during data 
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transfer between the information system and the small-size card, the data transfer is of course failed, and destruction 
of date or destruction of elements inside the small-size card due to erroneous signal input may result. This is particularly 
problematic in the case of a card (e.g.. a LAN card or a modem card) which is designed for leading signal input/output 
interconnections therefrom. Further, it is difficult to provide a retention mechanism in the card connection adaptor for 
s assuredly holding the small-size card, whereas it is easy to provide a retention mechanism in the PC card slot for 
holding a card inserted therein. 

[001 3] Since it is physically possible to insert the small-size card into the card connection adaptor from the rear side 
thereof with the card connection adaptor fitted in the PC slot card, a user may make an attempt to insert the small^lze 
card into the card connection adaptor in this state. In such a case, a great external force is exerted onto the connector 
10 of the PC card slot, so that the connector hiay be damaged. 

[0014] In addition, there is a possibility that the small-size card is inserted into or withdrawn from the card connection 
adaptor fitted in the PC card slot when the Information system Is energized. Therefore, in designing the card connection 
adaptor, a consideration should be given to prevent the small-size card from being damaged by so-called active card 
insertion and withdrawal. More specifically, connection terminals of the card connection adaptor should accurately be 
positioned so that connection temiinals of the small-size card can be connected to or disconnected from the connection 
terminals of the card connection adaptor in substantially the same connection/disconnection order and In substantially 
the same connection/disconnection timing when the small-size card is Inserted Into or withdrawn from the card con- 
nection adaptor When the small-size card is to be Inserted into the card connection adaptor, for example, connection 
of a grounding terminal, a source temiinal. a first signal terminal, a second terminal and so forth should be established 
in the order named within an allowable connection timing range. It is, therefore, extremely difficult to design the card 
connection adaptor which can provide a guarantee against the active insertion and withdrawal. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

2S [0015] To solve these problems, the inventors of the present invention proposed a card connection adaptor in Jap- 
anese Patent Application No. 11-13333 (1999) (corresponding to US Patent Applicatbn No. 09/264.564) previously 
filed, the card connection adaptor having a card insertion port which opens In a direction generally perpendicular to 
an adaptor Insertion direction in which the card connection adaptor is inserted into a card slot, and adapted to receive 
the card from the card insertion port. With this arrangement, the card cannot be inserted into or withdrawn from the 
card connection adaptor with the card connection adaptor being fitted in the card slot. Therefore, all the aforesaid 
problems can be solved. 

[0016] A housing of the card connection adaptor according to the prior application includes upper and lower covers 
and a frame. The upper and lower covers and the frame are formed with cutaway portions of the same configuration 
on a face of the housing adjacent to the card insertion port. Thus, a user can hold the card fitted In the card connection 
adaptor by his fingers to withdraw the card from the card connection adaptor. 

[0017] With this arrangement, however, a front edge of the card should correctly be aligned with the card insertion 
port with the card being oriented parallel to the card connection adaptor when the card Is to be inserted into the card 
connection adaptor. Therefore, the card inserting operation is not necessarily easy. 

[0018] A wiring board fonned with signal conversion circuitry for signal conversion between different card standards 
IS retained inwardly of the frame. However, the provision of the cut-away portion In the frame limits the space for 
provision of circuit components. Where a card connection adaptor for fitting a MultlMedIa card in a type-l CF card slot 
IS to be constructed, for example, the space for the provision of the circuit components is Insufficient even with the use 
of the smallest circuit components such as a chip-size package. 

[001 9] The CF card has misinsertion prevention keys provided on side faces thereof atong the card insertion direction 
for preventing the CF card from being inserted into the card slot in a wrong orlentatksn. However, where the cut-away 
portion Is formed in the frame as described above, the misinsertion prevention keys should be provided away from the 
cut-away portion. Therefore, the misinsertion prevention keys have an insufficient length, or the cut-away portion is 
provided In a limited position. 

[0020] It is a first object of the present invention to provide a card connection adaptor which ensures easy insertran 
^0 of a card. 

[0021] It Is a second object of the present invention to provide a card connection adaptor which has a smaller thick- 
ness. 

[0022] It is a third object of the present invention to provide a card connection adaptor which has advantageous 
misinsertion prevention keys. 

[0023] In accordance with the present invention to attain the aforesaid objects, there is provided a card connection 
adaptor for connecting a card slot compliant with a predetermined first standard to a card compliant with a second 
standard which is different from the first standard by fitting the card in the card slot, the card connection adaptor com- 
prising: a first connector compliant with the first standard for signal transfer to and from the card slot; a second connector 
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compliant with the second standard for signal transfer to and from the card compliant with the second standard; and 
a card-shaped housing which holds the first connector and the second connector; the housing having first and second 
covers, a frame held between the first and second covers, a card retaining space defined in the housing for retaining 
therein the second-standard-compliant card, and a card insertion port provided on one end face thereof and commu- 

5 nicating with the card retaining space; the first cover formed with a cut-away portion recessed from the card insertion 
port in a card insertion direction and having a greater width than the second-standard-compliant card. 
[0024] With this arrangement, the housing of the card connection adaptor has the first and second covers and the 
frame. The first cover is formed with the cut-away portion having a greater width than the width of the card (which is 
measured perpendicularly to the card insertion direction in which the card is inserted Into the card retaining space). 

10 Therefore, when the card is inserted into the card connection adaptor, the card can be inclined upward with respect to 
the first cover. A front edge of the inclined card is brought into a card insertion space from the cut-away portion, and 
then the card Is oriented generally parallel to the card connection adaptor for insertion of the card into the card retaining 
space. 

[0025] This obviates the need to initially orient the card parallel to the card connection adaptor and the need to 
IS correctly align the front edge of the card with the card insertion port, thereby drastically facilitating the card inserting 
operation. 

[0026] It is preferred that the frame and the second cover have no cut-away portion conformal to the cut-away portion 
of the first cover adjacent the card insertion port. Thus, a sufficient space can be reserved for provision of circuit 
components constituting signal processing circuitry for mutual signal conversion between the first and second stand- 
ee ards. Therefore, this arrangement is advantageous for thickness reduction of the card connection adaptor. Since the 
card retaining space is completely covered with the second cover on one side of the card, the components within the 
adaptor and the card fitted in the card retaining space can effectively be protected. 

[0027] The card retaining space may be defined between the frame and the first cover. In this case, the adaptor 
preferably furthe r comprises a guide portion exposed from the cut-away portion for guiding the front edge of the second- 

25 standard-compliant card with respect to the card insertion direction toward the card retaining space. 

[0028] With this arrangement, the card can smoothly be guided Into the card retaining space by bringing the front 
edge of the card into contact with the guide portion from the cut-away portion. The guide portion may be a part of the 
frame or a part of other component such as a wiring board, or may be constructed as a separate component. 
[0029] The frame may hold signal conversion circuitry for signal conversion between the first standard and the second 

30 standard between the card retaining space and the second cover. 

[0030] With this arrangement, the frame need not have a cut-away portion, so that a sufficient space can be reserved 
in the frame to accommodate the circuit components constituting the signal conversion circuitry This allows for thick- 
ness reduction of the card connection adaptor. 

[0031] The second cover may have a protector extending to a position opposed to the cut-away portion of the first 
35 cover for protection of the inside of the card connection adaptor 

[0032] With this an-angement, the components within the adaptor and the card retained in the card retaining space 
can virtually entirely be protected on one side of the adaptor 

[0033] The card insertion port may open in a direction generally perpendicular to an adaptor insertion direction in 
which the card connection adaptor is inserted into the card slot. 
40 [0034] With this arrangement, the card insertion direction in which the second-standard-compliant card is inserted 
into the adaptor is generally perpendbular to the adaptor Insertion direction. 

[0035] With this arrangement, the second-standard-compliant card cannot be inserted inXo and withdrawn from the 
adaptor along the adaptor insertion direction. With the card connection adaptor being fitted in the card slot, there is no 
possibility that the second-standard-compliant card is disconnected from the card connection adaptor, and the second- 
45 standard-compliant card cannot be inserted into or withdrawn from the card connection adaptor Accordingly, an ex- 
cessively large external force is not needlessly exerted on a connector of the card sbt. Since the active insertion and 
withdrawal of the second-standard-compliant card with respect to the card connection adaptor can be prohibited, there 
is no need to provide a guarantee against the active insertion and withdrawal. Therefore, the card connection adaptor 
is easier to design. 

so [0036] A misinsertion prevention key is preferably provided on an end face of the frame adjacent to the card insertion 
port for preventing the card connection adaptor from being inserted into the card slot in a wrong orientation. 
[0037] In the present invention, the frame need not have a cut-away portion conformal to the cut-away portion of the 
first cover. Therefore, even where the card insertion port opens perpendicularly to the adaptor insertion direction, the 
misinsertion prevention key can advantageously be provided on the end face of the frame. Thus, the misrisertton of 

55 the card connectbn adaptor can effectively be prevented. 

[0038] The first cover preferably has a fold-back portion formed along an edge thereof defining the cut-away portion 
by folding back an edge portion thereof into the card retaining space. 

[0039] The fold-back portion is preferably provided along an edge of the first cover extending perpendicularly to the 
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card insertion direction. 

[0040] This arrangement prevents an user from being injured by the edge of the first cover, and prevents the card 
inserted into the card retaining space from being damaged by the edge. Since there is no possibility that the card is 
damaged, the fold-back portion can be utilized as a guide for the insertion of the card. This ensures easier insertion 
of the card. 

[0041] The adaptor preferably further comprises a card lock mechanism to be brought into abutment against a rear 
edge of the card retained in the card retaining space for prevention of withdrawal of the card. 
[0042] With this arrangement, the card connection adaptor fitted with the card can more easily be handled. That is 
there is no possibility that the card is withdrawn from the adaptor even without any special attention. 
[0043] The card lock mechanism may include an abutment portion provided retractably with respect to the card 
insertion port, and a biasing member for resiliently biasing the abutment portion toward the card insertion port In this 
case, the biasing member may be a coil spring or a plate spring, or may be comprised of a resilient piece formed 
integrally with the frame. Further, the abutment portion and the biasing member such as the resilient piece may be 
provided as a unitary member The card lock mechanism may be constructed by utilizing a soolledearth clip Although 
the earth clip is mainly used for connecting the card to an earth terminal of the card slot, the earth clip may be worked 
to form a plate spring as the biasing member and the abutment portion integral with the plate spring. 
[0044] The card lock mechanism may comprise a lock piece having an abutment portion whk:h is manually displace- 
able in a retractable manner with respect to the card Insertion port. 

[0045] The card connection adaptor preferably has a card shape conformal to the first-standard-compliant card slot 
That IS, the housing preferably has substantially the same card-like exterior shape as the first-standard-compliant card 
In this case, "the direction generally perpendicular to the adaptor insertion direction' is preferably a direction parallel 
to upper and lower faces of the card-shaped adaptor. 

[0046] The first connector is preferably provided on an end face of the adaptor to be opposed to the connector of 
the card slot. 

[0047] The second connector Is preferably provided in a position which allows the second connector to be brought 
into contact with terminals of the second-standard-compliant card retained in the card, retaining space 
[0048] It is preferred that the card retaining space does not open to the rear side of the adaptor with respect to the 
adaptor insertion direction. That is. at least the rear side of the adaptor is preferably closed so that the second-standard- 
compliant card cannot be inserted or withdrawn from the rear side. 

[0049] The connector of the card slot is preferably adapted to be contactKionnected to the first connector 
[0050] The card slot may be a PC-standard memory card slot. In this case, the PC-standard memory card slot means 
a card slot which may commonly be provided in a personal computer Examples of such a card slot include those which 
are compliant with the PC Card Standard and the CF Card Standard. These standards stipulate that an input/output 
control circuit for controlling data input and output be provided in the card. For example, such an input/output control 
circuit IS adapted to control writing and reading of data with respect to a memory IC incorporated in the card 
[()051] The card retaining space is preferably configured so as not to allow the second-standard-compliant card to 
project outwardly of the card retaining space when the card is retained in the card retaining space. 
[0052] The card connection adaptor may further include a wiring board provided within the housing, wherein the first 
connector, the second connector and the signal conversion circuitry are mounted on the wiring board. 
[0053] The housing may include a resin frame and a metal cover which covers the resin frame. 
[0054] The signal conversion circuitry may include a pin configuration conversion circuit for converting a pin config- 
uration between a first-standard-compliantcardand the second-standard-compliant card. 

[0055] The signal conversion circuitry may include a signal processing circuit for signal conversion between a signal 
on the first-standard-compliant card and a signal on the second-standard-compliant card to ensure inter-standard com- 
patibility. 

[0056] The second-standard-compliant card may be a memory card which incorporates therein a memory IC and 
has a data storage function. 

[0057] The first standard may be a standard which stipulates that the input/output control circuit be provided in the 
card to be inserted into the card slot. 
so [0058] In this case, the first standard stipulates that the input/output control circuit be present in the card and there- 
fore, either the card connection adaptor or the second-standard^ompliant card should have the input/output control 
circuit. Where the card connection adaptor has the inpuVoutput control circuit, the signal conversion circuitry preferably 
includes the input/output control circuit. 

[0059] Examples of cards designed in compliance with standards which stipulate that the input/output control circuit 
be present in a card include a PC card, a CF card, a small PC card (SPC with exterior dimensions of 42 8 X 45 x 5 0 

(mm)). 

[0060] The signal conversion circuitry may include an input/output control circuit for performing an input/output control 
with respect to the second-standard-compliant card. 
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[0061] With this arrangement, the input/output control circuit is provided in the card connection adaptor and. therefore, 
the second standard may be a standard which stipulates that the input/output control circuit be present in the card slot, 
or a standard which stipulates that the input/output control circuit be present in the card. Examples of cards designed 
in compliance with standards which stipulate that the input/output control circuit be present in a card slot include Smart- 
5 Media. MultiMedia Card, Miniature Card, MemoryStick and SIM (subscriber Identity module) cards. 

[0062] Where the second standard is a standard which stipulates that the input/output control circuit be provided in 
the second-standard-compliant card, the card connection adaptor need not have a data input/output control function. 
Therefore, the signal conversion circuitry may merely include the pin configuration conversion circuit for the conversion 
of the pin configuration. 

10 [0063] The foregoing and other objects, features and effects of the present invention will become more apparent 
from the following description of the preferred embodiments with reference to the attached drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

IS [0064] 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view illustrating the external construction of a card connection adaptor according to one 
embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 2 is a rear view of the card connection adaptor as seen from the side of a slot connector of the card connection 
20 adaptor; 

Fig. 3 is a sectional view of the card connection adaptor taken along a section line extending In a card Insertbn 
direction; 

Fig. 4 Is a plan view illustrating the Internal construction of the card connection adaptor as seen through an upper 
metal cover; 

25 Fig. 5 is a sectional view taken along a section line V-V in Fig. 4; 

Fig. 6 is a bottom view Illustrating the Internal construction of the card connection adaptor as seen through a lower 
metal cover; 

Fig. 7 is a diagram Illustrating a first card lock mechanism; 
Figs. 8A and 8B are diagrams illustrating a second card lock mechanism; 
30 Figs. 9 A and 98 are diagrams illustrating a third card lock mechanism; 

Fig. 10 is a diagram illustrating a fourth card lock mechanism; 
Figs. 11 A and 118 are diagrams illustrating a fifth card lock mechanism; 
Figs. 12A. 12B and 12C are diagrams Illustrating a sixth card lock mechanism; and 

Figs. 1 3A, 1 3B and 1 3C are diagrams illustrating the constructbn of another adaptor suitable for use with the card 
35 connection adaptor according to the aforesaid embodiment. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0065] Fig. 1 is a perspective view illustrating the external construction of a card connection adaptor 1 according to 

40 one embodiment of the present invention. 

[0066] The card connection adaptor 1 (hereinafter referred to simply as "adaptor 1 ") has an external shape conformal 
to a card compliant with the Type-I CF Card Standard (first standard), I.e., a Type-I CF card. The adaptor 1 has a card 
retaining space 2 for retaining therein a card 100 compliant with the MultiMedia Card Standard (second standard), L 
e., a MultiMedia card. When the card 100 is inserted in the card retaining space 2 for connection to the adaptor 1 , the 

45 card 1 00 is accommodated within the card retaining space 2 without outward projection, so that the adaptor 1 connected 
to the card 1 00 constitutes the Type-I CF card as a whole. Therefore, the adaptor 1 can be fitted In a CF card slot 301 
provided in an information system 300 such as an electronic organizer for use. 

[0067] The adaptor 1 Includes a housing 10 which has a card-like exterior shape defined by a resin frame 11 and 
first and second metal covers 12 and 13 (see Fig. 3) respectively covering upper and lower faces of the frame 11 (in 

so a state as shown in Fig. 1 ). A female connector 21 (first connector) which is to be contact-connected to a male connector 
302 provided in the CF card slot 301 is provided on a front face 15 of the housing 10 as shown in Fig. 2. The card 
retaining space 2 formed in the housing 10 has a card insertbn port 2A which opens to one side face 16 of the housing 
adjoining to the face 15. The card retaining space 2 is closed except the side face 16. so that insertion and withdrawal 
of the card 100 can be achieved only through the card insertion port 2A. 

ss [0068] The card 1 00 is a generally rectangular thin planar card having a memory IC resin-sealedthereinand a plurality 
of terminals (seven terminals) 111 exposed on a bottom face thereof. The card is dimensioned in compliance with the 
MultiMedia Card Standard to have a length of 32 mm, a width of 24 mm and a thickness of 1 .4 mm. The terminals 111 
are arranged In a line along a front edge 112 of the card. One comer on the front edge 112 of the card is beveled so 
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as to prevent the card 100 from being inserted into the adaptor in a wrong orientation. 

[0069] A card connector (second connector) 22 which is to be electrically connected to the terminals 11 1 of the card 
100 IS disposed in the innermost of the card retaining space 2 (as seen from the card insertion port 2A). 
£0070] Therefore, the card 1 00 is mechanically and electrically connected to the adaptor 1 by inserting the card 1 00 
into the adaptor 1 from the card insertion port 2A. When the adaptor 1 with this state is inserted into the CF card slot 
301 for mechanical and electrical connection thereto, the card 100 Is mechanically and electrically connected to the 
CF card slot 301 via the adaptor 1 . 

[0071] The slot connector 21 which is to be connected to the CF card slot 301 is provided on the front face 1 5 to be 
opposed to the CF card slot 301. Since the card insertion port 2A for insertion of the card 100 is formed on the side 
face 16. an adaptor insertion direction R1 in which the adaptor 1 is inserted into the CF card slot 301 is perpendicular 
to a card insertion direction R2 in which the card 100 is inserted into the adaptor 1. Therefore, a rear face 17 of the 
housing 10 is exposed from the CF card slot 301 with the adaptor 1 fitted in the CF card stot 301. That is. the card 
retaining space 2 is closed to the outside by the rear face 17. 

[0072] This prevents the card 100 from being inadvertently disconnected from the adaptor 1 fitted in the CF card slot 
301 . Since the insertion and withdrawal of the card 100 is not possible with the adaptor 1 being fitted in the CF card 
slot 301 , there is no fear of exerting a large extemal force on the connector 302 of the CF card slot 301. and the card 
100 IS prohibited from being inadvertently withdrawn from the adaptor 1 by a user. The insertion and withdrawal of the 
card 100 IS possible only when the adaptor 1 is removed from the CF card slot 301. Therefore, there is no need to 
provide a guarantee against the insertion and withdrawal of the card 100 in a power active state where the adaptor 1 
20 IS electrically connected to the information system 300 (i.e.. active insertion and withdrawal). This is advantageous in 
that the adaptor 100 is easier to design. 

[0073] The upper metal cover 1 2 has a rectangular cut-away portion 1 2A which is recessed from the card insertion 
port 2A in the card insertion direction R2. The cutaway portion 12A has a greater width W than the card 100 as 
measured perpendicularly to the card insertion direction R2. 
2S [0074] The frame 1 1 and the lower metal cover 1 3 are formed with no cut-away portion conformal to the cut-away 
portion 12A. A portion of the metal cover 13 opposed to the cutaway portion 12A serves as a protector for protecting 
intemal circuit components and the inserted card 1 00 in the cut-away portion 1 2A. 

[0075] The frame 11 includes an upper frame member 1 1T and a lower frame member 11 B joined together (for 
example, by ultrasonic fusion-bonding), and an Inner frame member 11 C provided therein. The inner frame member 
lie has a guide portion 36 exposed from the cut-away portion 12A for guiding a front edge 112 of the card 100 into 
the card retaining space 2. The innerframe member 11 C may be provided as a separate member from the upperframe 
member 11T and the lower frame member 1 1B. but is fomied integrally with the upper frame member 11T in this 
embodiment. 

[0076] The upper frame member 11T is partly cut away adjacent the card insertion port 2A. but the lower frame 
member 1 1 B have no cut-away portion. Therefore, the frame 11 as a whole has no cut-away portion conformal to the 
cut-away portion 1 2A of the metal cover 12. 

[0077] A misinsertion prevention key 31 (groove) is provided along a boundary between the upper frame member 
1 1 T and the tower frame member 11 B on the side face 1 6 of the frame 1 1 . Since the upper frame member 1 1 T is partV 
cut away adjacent the card insertion port 2A, only a lower half of the misinsertion prevention key 31 is provWed on the 
lower frame member 11 B adjacent the card insertion port 2A. The misinsertton preventton key 31 extends halfway to 
the card insertion port 2A. With the card 100 being fitted in the card retaining space 2. a rear face of the card 100 
serves as part of the misinsertion preventton key. 

[0078] Similariy. a misinsertion preventton key 32 (see Fig. 2) is provided on the opposite side face 1 8 of the adaptor, 
but has a width different from the misinsertion prevention key 31 on the side face 16. Misinsertion prevention keys (not 
shown) are respectively provided on opposite side walls of the card slot 301 to be engaged with the misinsertton 
prevention keys 31 and 32. Thus, the card connection adaptor 1 is prevented from being inserted into the card slot 
301 in a wrong orientatton. 

[0079] Fig. 3 is a sectional view of the adaptor taken along a section line extending in the card insertton direction 
R2. and Fig. 4 is a plan view illustrating the intemal construction of the adaptor as seen through the upper metal cover 
12. Fig. 5 is a sectional view taken along a section line V-V in Fig. 4. 

[0080] The upper frame member 1 1 T is molded on the metal cover 1 2 for integratton therewith. Similarly, the lower 
frame member 11B is molded on the metal cover 13 for integration therewith. Then, the upper frame member 11T 
integrated with the metal cover 12 and the lower frame member 118 integrated with the metal cover 13 are joined 
together by ultrasonic fusion-bonding for formation of the housing 10. The cut-away portion 12A of the metal cover 12 
IS formed by folding back a portton 12B of the metal cover 1 2. More specifically, the portion of the metal cover 1 2 folded 
back toward the card retaining space 2 extends along an edge of the metal cover 12 defining the cut-away portion 
1 2A. This prevents the user from being injured by the edge of the metal cover 1 2 which is otherwise sharp, and prevents 
the card 100 inserted into the card retaining space 2 from being damaged by the edge. Since there is no possibility 
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that the card 100 is damaged, the fold-back portion can be utilized as a guide for the insertion of the card. 

[0081] The upper frame member 11 T and the lower frame member 11 B define an opening on the front face 15 of the 

adaptor 1, and the opening serves as a connector fitting portion in which the slot connector 21 is fitted. 

[0082] As shown in Figs. 3 and 5. a generally rectangular wiring board 40 is held between the lower metal cover 13 

5^ and the inner frame member 11C. Leads 21a of the slot connector 21 are soldered on one edge portbn of the wiring 
board 40. vy^ereby the slot connector 21 is mechanically and electrically connected to the wiring board 40. Since the 
slot connector 21 is retained between the upper and lower metal covers 12 and 13, the one edge of the wiring board 
40 Is supported via the slot connector 21 . The card connector 22 Is mounted adjacent an edge of the wiring board 40 
opposite from the card insertion port 2A. 

10 [0083] The inner frame member 11 C has a generally L-shaped support frame portbn 35. and the guide portion 36 
integrally connected to the support frame portion 35 adjacent the card insertion port 2A. The support frame portion 35 
has a greater thickness, and has a lower face abutting against the wiring board 40 and an upper face abutting against 
an interior surface of the upper metal cover 12. The guide portion 36 Is a thin planar plate extending along the side 
face 16, and has a greater width than the cut-away portion 12A of the upper metal cover 12. 

IS [0084] The card connector 22 mounted on the wiring board 40 faces to the card retaining space 2 between the 
support frame portion 35 and the guide portion 36. 

[0085] The card retaining space 2 is virtually defined by the lower face of the upper metal cover 12, an interior side 
wall of the support frame portion 35 of the inner frame member 1 1 C, the upper face of the guide portion 36 of the Inner 
frame member 1 1 , and an upper face of the card connector 22. 

20 [0086] The card connector 22 includes seven terminals 22a corresponding to the seven terminals 111 provided oh 
the bottom face of the card 100. The terminals 22a are each comprised of a conductor having a spring-like property 
When the card 100 is inserted into the card retaining space 2, the terminals 22a are brought into abutment against the 
bottom face (the terminals 111 and a resin portion) of the card 100, and resiliently deformed toward the wiring board 
40, whereby the insertion of the card 1 00 in the adaptor is permitted. The seven terminals 22a are pressed against the 

25 corresponding terminals 11 1 of the card 100 by their spring force to establish the electrical connection therebetween. 
The seven terminals 22a are connected to circuitry fomned on the wiring board 40. 

[0087] As shown in Fig. 3. the front edge 112 of the card 100 to be inserted from the card insertion port 2A is brought 
into contact with a surface of the guide portion 36. The cut-away portbn 1 2A of the upper metal cover 12 is recessed 
in the card insertion direction R2, and has a greater width than the card 100 as measured perpendicularly to the card 

30 insertion direction R2. Therefore, the card 1 00 can brought into contact with any position within a range A of the recess 
of the cut-away portion 12A on the guide portion 36. The card 100 may be oriented at any angle with respect to the 
guide portion, as tong as the front edge of the card can be brought into contact with the guide portbn 36. 
[0088] Therefore, the card 1 00 can be handled very easily at the Initial stage of the insertion of the card 100 into the 
card retaining space 2, and there is no need to exactly align the card 100 with the adaptor 1 . 

35 [0089] Then, the card 1 00 is brought into parallel to the metal cover 1 2 of the adaptor 1 and inserted inward into the 
card retaining space 2. Thus, the card 100 can easily be fitted In the adaptor 

[0090] Fig. 6 is a bottom view illustrating the Internal construction of the adaptor 1 as seen through the lower metal 
cover 1 3- Signal conversion circuitry for performing signal conversion between the first standard and the second stand- 
ard is provided on a lower surface of the wiring board 40 opposite from the card retaining space 2. More specifically, 

40 a control IC 41 . an EEPROM 42, a power source IC 43, a filtering circuit 44. electrolytic capacitors 45. 46. an oscillator 
circuit 47. and other circuit elements 48 such as a chip resistor and a chip capacitor are mounted on the wiring board 
40 to constitute the signal conversion circuitry. Interconnection conductor lines (not shown) as circuit interconnections 
are provided on the surface of the wiring board 40. For thickness reduction of the adaptor 1 , ICs such as the control 
IC 41 and the EEPROM 42 are preferably each comprised of a chip size package IC. Further thickness reduction can 

45 be achieved by surface-mounting of the respective circuit components. 

[0091] The signal conversbn circuitry performs pin configuration conversion between the slot connector 21 compliant 
with the first standard and the card connector 22 compliant with the second standard, and performs signal processing 
for signal conversion between these standards. The signal conversion circuitry Includes an input/output control circuit 
for controlling data input and output of the card 100 which incorporates therein the memory IC. 

so [0092] The MultiMedia card and the CF card have a 7-pin configuration and a 50-pin configuration, respectively with 
different numbers of pins. Therefore, at least some of signals transferred therebetween should be altered, because 
the signal conversion cannot be achieved only through the simple pin configuration conversion. 
[0093] In this embodiment, the frame 11 and the lower metal cover 1 3 are formed with no cut-away portion, so that 
the wiring board 40 is allowed to have a greater substrate area. Thus, a sufficient space can be reserved for provision 

55 of the circuit components. This allows for thickness reduction of the adaptor 1 in compliance with the Type-I CF Card 
Standard. 

[0094] Next, an explanation will be given to a card lock mechanism applicable to the adaptor 1 In the adaptor 1 of 
the aforesaid construction, the card 100 fitted in the card retaining space 2 is retained in the card retaining space 2 by 
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the resilient force of the terminals 22a of the card connector 22. That is, the terminals 22a come into press contact 
with the card 1 00, whereby the card 1 00 is held between the terminals 22a and the interior surface of the metal cover 1 2 
[0095] Even with this arrangement, the adaptor 1 can hold the card 1 00. In consideration of a case where the adaptor 
1 fitted with the card 100 is carried around. It is preferred that the adaptor can more assuredly hold the card 1 00 
s [0096] Fig. 7 illustrates a first card lock mechanism 50. The card lock mechanism 50 includes a ball 51 (abutment 
portron) retractably provided as facing to the card Insertion port 2A. and a coil spring 52 biasing the ball 51 toward the 
card insertion port 2A. The coil spring 52 is accommodated in a recess 53 formed laterally of the card insertion port 
2A m the upper frame member 1 1 T of the frame 1 1 . One end of the coil spring 52 Is fixed in a boss (not shown) formed 
in the innermost of the recess 53. The ball 51 is fixed to the other end of the coil spring 52 by welding or the like About 
^0 half of the ball 51 projects in the card insertion port 2A. 

[00971 In the course of the Insertion of the card 100 into the card retaining space 2. a side face of the card 100 is 
brought into abutment against the ball 51 to compress the coll spring 52. whereby the ball 51 is retracted into the recess 
53. When the card 100 is completely Inserted Into the card retaining space 2. the ball 51 abuts against one of rounded 
comers on the rear edge of the card 1 00. That Is. the ball 51 restricts movement of the card 1 00 In a card withdrawing 
direction in abutment against the rear edge of the card 100. Thus, the card 100 can assuredly be held in the adaptor. 
[0098] Upon the complete insertion of the card 100 into the card insertion space 2, the ball 51 comes out of the 
recess 53 by the resilient force of the coil spring 52 to abut against the comer on the rear edge of the card 1 00 Thus 
a user can get a so-called tactile feedback to clearly recognize that the card 1 00 has completely been inserted into the 
adaptor. This prevents incomplete insertion of the card 100 and forcible over-insertion of the card 100. eliminating the 
possibility of poor contact between the card 100 and the adaptor 1 or breakage of the card connector 22 or the like 
due to the forcible insertion. 

[0099] When the card 100 is to be withdrawn from the adaptor, an external force is applied to the card 100 in the 
card withdrawing direction, whereby the coil spring 52 is compressed to retract the ball 51 away from the card insertion 
port 2 A. Thus, the withdrawal of the card 100 can be achieved. 

[01 00] The recess 53 is formed in the surface of the upper frame member opposed to the lower frame member 11 B 
The coil spring 52 is incorporated in the upper frame member in an unexposed state by joining the upper and lower 
frame members 11T, 11 B together by ultrasonic fusion-bonding after fitting the coll spring 52 in the recess 
[0101] Figs. 8A and 8B illustrate a second card lock mechanism 55. The card lock mechanism 55 includes a plate 
spring 56 to be resiliently brought into contact with one of the rounded corners on the rear edge of the card 1 00 inserted 
in the card retaining space 2. The plate spring 56 is press-fitted in a press-fit groove 57 formed in the lower surface of 
the upper frame member 11 T (opposed to the lower frame member 11 B). Therefore, most portion of the plate spring 
IS unexposed to the outside after the upper and lower frame members 11 T 1 1 B are joined together by ultrasonic fusion- 
bonding. 

[0102] The plate spring 56 has a fixed portion 56b press-fitted In the press-fit groove 57, a bent linkage portion 56c 
extending from the fixed portion 56b toward the card insertion port 2A. and an abutment portion 56a cun^ed from the 
-linkage portion 56c as projecting toward the card insertion port 2A. The abutment portion 56a projects toward the card 
insertion port 2A. A recess 58 is formed in the upper frame member 1 1 T to communicate with the press-fit groove 57 
so that the linkage portion 56c can resiliently be deformed in the recess 58. Thus, the abutment portion 56a can be 
retracted from the card insertion port 2A. 

[0103] In the course of the Insertion of the card 1 00. a force is exerted on the abutment portion 56a from a side edge 
of the card 100 to resiliently deform the plate spring 56. so that the abutment portion 56a is retracted into the recess 
58. When the card 100 is completely inserted in the card retaining space 2, the abutment portion 56a comes out of the 
recess into the card insertion port 2A by the recovering force of the plate spring 56 to abut against a corner on the rear 
edge of the card 1 00. Thus, the card 1 00 is prevented from being displaced In the card withdrawing directbn thereby 
4* to be assuredly retained in the adaptor 1 . 

[0104] By pulling the card 100 with a relatively large external force, the plate spring 56 is resiliently deformed to 
retract the abutment portion 56a from the card insertion port 2A. whereby the card 100 can be withdrawn from the 
adaptor. 

[0105] This arrangement provides substantially the same effects as the aforesaid first cand lock mechanism 50 
[0106] Figs. 9A and 9B illustrate a third card lock mechanism 60. In this case, the adaptor 1 includes earth clips 61 
62. as shown in Fig. 9A. which are provided on opposite side edges thereof extending in the adaptor insertion direction 
R1 (see Fig. 1) so as to be brought into contact with earth terminals (not shown) In the card slot 301 The earth clips 
61 . 62 are composed of a conductive material such as stainless steel. The earth clip 62 located opposite from the card 
insertion port 2A is wrapped around the upper frame member 11 T and the lower frame member 11 B of the frame 11 
and connected to the upper and lower metal covers 12. 13. 

[0107] As shown In Fig. 9B, the earth clip 61 located adjacent the card Insertion port 2A Is wrapped around the lower 
frame member 1 1 B of the frame 1 1 and connected to the lower metal cover 1 3. More specifically the earth clip 61 is 
formed, for example, by working a stainless steel plate. The earth clip 61 includes a connection portion 61 A extending 
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inwardly of the lower frame member 11 B and connected to the metal cover 1 3, a generally U-shaped wrap portion 61 B 
extending from the connection portion 61 A and wrapped around an edge of the lower frame member 11 B, an anchored 
portion 61 C bent at an end of the wrap portion 61B as extending inwardly of the lower frame member 11 B, and an 
abutment portion 61 D formed by incising and raising a part of the wrap portion 61 B as projecting toward the card 
s Insertion port 2A. 

[0108] The abutment portion 61 D is curved as projecting toward the card insertion port 2 A. An inclined surface of 
the abutment portion 61 D facing to the card retaining space 2 sen/es as a restriction surface 63 to be brought into 
abutment against the rear edge of the inserted card 100 for prevention of the withdrawal of the card 100. The other 
inclined surface of the abutment portion 61 D opposite from the card retaining space 2 serves as a guide surface 64 

10 for guiding the card 100 during the insertion of the card toward the card insertion port 2A. Since the card 100 can be 
brought into angled contact with the adaptor in the cut-away portion 12A of the metal cover 12 when the card 100 is 
to be inserted Into the adaptor 1. the guiding function of the guide surface 64 Is not so important. However, a distal 
end of the abutment portion 61 D is directed into an opening 65 formed in the wrap portion 61 B by the incision and. 
therefore, this arrangement advantageously prevents the abutment portion 61 D from Injuring a user's finger 

IS [0109] The card lock mechanism 60 having the aforesaid construction provides the same effects as the first and 
second card lock mechanisms 50. 55. In addition, the lock mechanism can be provided by utilizing the earth clips which 
are essential components for a communications card or the like, so that an increase in costs can advantageously be 
suppressed. 

[0110] Fig. 10 illustrates a fourth card lock mechanism 70. The card lock mechanism 70 includes a resilient lock 
20 piece 71 formed integrally with the upper frame member 1 1 T molded of a resin. More specifically, a groove 72 is fonmed 

in a distal end portion of a rear beam 74 of the upper frame member 11 T adjacent to the card insertion port 2A, and 

the resilient lock piece 71 is provided along the groove 72 adjacent the card insertion port 2A. An abutment portion 73 

to be brought into abutment against the rear edge of the card 1 00 is provided at a distal end of the resilient lock piece 71 . 

[0111] In the course of the insertion of the card 100, the abutment portion 73 abuts against a side edge of the card 
25 100, so that the resilient lock piece 71 is resiliently deformed thereby to be retracted into the groove 72. When the card 

100 Is completely inserted In the adaptor, the resilient lock piece 71 returns to Its original posrtkxi, and the abutment 

portion 73 abuts against one of the rounded corners on the rear edge of the card 100. 

[0112] Thus, the card kx:k mechanism 70 provides the same effects as the first card lock mechanism 50 and the 
like. Since the card lock mechanism 70 is integral with the frame 11, there is no need for preparation of an additional 
30 component. Therefore, this arrangement is advantageous in terms of costs, and allows for easier fabrication of the 
adaptor 1. 

[0113] Figs. 11 A and 11 B Illustrate a fifth card lock mechanism 75. The card lock mechanism 75 has a lock beam 
76 (lock piece) provided slidably and retractably with respect to the card insertton port 2A. The lock beam 76 Is slidably 
engaged with a through-hole 77 which is formed in the lower surface of the upper frame member 11T as extending 

3S through the frame 1 1 perpendicularly to the card insertion direction R2 (see Fig. 1 ). The lock beam 76 has a movement 
restricting portion 76A formed integrally therewith as projecting from the midportion thereof, and the through-hole 77 
has a greater width portion 77A provided at the mkiportk>n thereof for permitting the movement restricting portion 76 
to slide within a predetermined range. Thus, the lock beam 76 can slidably be displaced within the predetermined 
stroke range without disengaging from the frame 1 1 . More specifically, the lock beam 76 can assume a lock state where 

40 one end thereof adjacent to the card insertion port 2A projects into the card insertion port 2A by a predetermined length 
and the other end thereof is retained in the through-hole 77. and an unlock state where the one end thereof adjacent 
to the card insertion port 2A is retained In the through-hole 77 and the other end thereof projects outwardly of the frame 
1 1 . For switching of the lock beam 76 between the lock state and the unlock state, either of the end portions thereof 
projecting from the through-hole 77 is pressed into the through-hole 77. 

46 [0114] When the card 100 is to be fitted in the adaptor, the insertion of the card 100 can easily be achieved with the 
lock beam 76 being In the unlock state. After the completion of the insertion of the card 1 00. the lock beam 76 is brought 
into the lock state thereby to assuredly prevent disengagement of the card 100. In the lock state, a distal end portion 
of the lock beam 76 abuts against the rear edge of the card 100. 

[0115] A compressive coil spring may be fitted around the lock beam 76 in the greater width portion 77 A of the 
so through-hole 77 to bias the lock beam 76 into the lock state. Thus, the lock beam 76 is prevented fromneedlessly 
projecting outwardly of the frame 11 for prevention of damage of the lock beam 76. 

[0116] Figs. 12A, 12B and 12C illustrate a sixth card kx;k mechanism 80. The card kx:k mechanism 80 has a slide 
lock piece 81 incorporated in the frame 11 in a slidable manner. The slide lock piece 81 has an operation portion 81 A 
exposed on the rear face 17 of the frame 11 to be slid by an user, and an elongated abutment portion 81 B (lock piece) 
55 extending from the operatk)n portion 81 A to be brought into abutment against the rear edge of the card 100. Slide 
portions 81 C slidable along guide grooves (not shown) of the frame 11 are provided integrally with upper and lower 
faces of the operation portion 81 A. 

[0117] A curved guide groove 83 of generally L-shape for guiding the abutment portion 81 B is formed in the upper 
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frame member 11T The curved guide groove 83 has a portion extending in the direction of sliding of the operation 
portion 81 A. and a portion curved from this portion toward the card insertion port 2A. By sliding the operation portion 
81 A. the abutment portion 81 B Is allowed to assume a lock state where it projects In the card insertion port 2A and an 
unlock state where it Is retracted in the curved guide groove 83. To allow for the displacement of the slide lock piece 
5 81 . however, at least the abutment portion 81 B of the slide lock piece 81 should be composed of a flexible material so 
as to be deformable In conformity with the shape of the cun^ed guide groove 83. An example of the material is nylon. 
[01 1 8] Figs. 1 3A. 1 3B and 1 3C are diagrams illustrating the construction of another adaptor 90 suitable for use with 
the aforesaid card connection adaptor 1 . Partrcularly. Fig. 1 3A Is a plan view of the adaptor 90. and Figs. 1 3B and 1 3C 
are enlarged partial side views of the adaptor 90. The adaptor 90 is used for fitting a CF card in a PC card slot for 
10 adaptation of the CF card to the PC card sbt. The adaptor 90 Includes a slot connector 91 provided on a front edge 
thereof for connection to a connector in the PC card slot, and a CF card fitting portion 92 provided on a rear edge 
thereof. The CF card fitting portion 92 has a cut-away portion 92A. and a card connector 92B provided inwardly of the 
cut-away portion 92A for connectton to the CF card. A pair of amns 93. 94 define the cut-away portion 92A and keys 
(not shown) are provided on interior side walls of the arms 93. 49 for engagement with mislnsertion prevention keys 
*5 provided on opposite side faces of the CF card. 

[01 1 9] Therefore, the adaptor 90 Is fitted in the PC card slot with the CF card being fitted in the CF card fitting portion 
92. whereby the CF card can electrically be connected to an information system with the use of the PC card slot 
[0120] Instead of the CF card, the aforesaid adaptor 1 can be fitted in the adaptor 90. Therefore, the adaptor 1 fitted 
with the MultlMedla card 100 Is fitted In the adaptor 90= which is in turn inserted into the PC card slot. Thus, the 
?o MultiMedia card 1 00 can electrically be connected to the information system with the use of the PC card slot 

[01 21 J As shown in Figs. 1 3B and 1 3C. a through-hole (window) 95 is formed in the arm 94 of the adaptor 90 adjacent 
to the card insertion port 2A of the adaptor 1 to communicate with a space inside the cut-away portion 92A. The through- 
hole 95 is located in such a position that a side face of the lower frame member 11 B of the adaptor 1 and the rear edge 
of the card 1 00 retained in the card retaining space 2 can be seen through the through-hole. Therefore, where no card 
IS fitted in the CF card fitting portion 92, a state as shown in Fig. 1 3B is observed. Where the adaptor 1 retaining therein 
the card 100 is fitted in the CF card fitting portion 92, a state as shown in Fig. 13C is obsen/ed. By viewing the inside 
of the cut-away portion 92A from the through-hole 95. a state where the CF card is retained in the adaptor 90 or a state 
where the adaptor 1 not fitted with the card 100 is retained in the adaptor 90 can also be obsen/ed. 
[0122] In the Information system designed to use the adaptor 90, a window is preferably provided in an externally 
viewable manner to be associated with the through-hole 95. Thus, it can be checked whether the CF card the Multi- 
Media card or the adaptor 1 is fitted in the adaptor 90. without removing the adaptor 90 from the information system 
[0123] While the embodiments of the present Invention have thus been described, the invention can be embodied 
in any other ways. Although the card connection adaptor explained in the aforesaid embodiment is designed to adapt 
the MultiMedia card to the Type-I CF card slot, the Invention is also applicable to conversion between any other different 
standards. If the card inserted in the adaptor projects reanvardly of the adaptor in the card inserting direction however. 
It IS impossible to insert the adaptor into the card slot. Therefore, physical limitations may be imposed on combinations 
of the card standards for use with ordinary card slots. 

[01 24] Table 1 shows possible combinations of a standard to be employed as the first standard for the card slot and 
a standard to be employed as the second standard for the card. In Table 1. the present invention Is applicable to 
combinations of standards indicated by "o" and Is not applicable to combinations of standards indicated by ■ x" 
[0125] It is noted that the combinations of standards indfeated by ■ x ■ include those to which the invention will be 
applicable if a design modification of the card slot such as widening of the card insertion port of the card slot Is made 
as required by market demands. 
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[0126] Although the embodiment described above is directed to a case where the card insertion port opens perpen- 
dicularly to the adaptor insertion direction, the advantage of the invention for easier card insertion is also ensured by 
providing the card Insertion port on the rear face of the adaptor with respect to the adaptor insertion direction. More 
speciflcaiiy. the card insertion port Is provided on the rear face of the adaptor with respect to the adaptor insertion 
5 direction, and the cut-away portion having a greater width than the card is formed in the upper cover as recessed in 
the adaptor insertion direction (which is parallel to the card insertion direction In this case). 

[01 27] Although the guide portion 36 is provided on the inner frame member 1 1 C in the embodiment described above 
the back surtace of the wiring board 40 (opposed to the upper metal cover 12) may serve as a guide for guiding the 
front edge of the card 100 without the provision of the guide portion 36. 

10 [0128] While the present invention has been described in detail by way of the embodiments thereof, it should be 
understood that the foregoing disclosure is merely Illustrative of the technical principles of the present invention but 
not limitative of the same. The spirit and scope of the present invention are to be limited only by the appended claims 
[0129] This application claims priority benefits under the Convention on the basis of Japanese Patent Application 
No. 11-116814 filed to the Japanese Patent Office on April 23. 1999. the disclosure thereof being incorporated herein 

IS by reference. 
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Claims 

1. A card connection adaptor (1 ) for connecting a card slot (301 ) compliant with a predetermined first standard to a 
card (100) compliant with a second standard which is different from the first standard by fitting the card (100) in 
the card slot (301), the card connection adaptor (1) comprising: 

a first connector (21 ) compliant with the first standard for signal transfer to and from the card slot (301 ); 

a second connector (22) compliant with the second standard for signal transfer to and from the card (100) 

compliant with the second standard; and 

a card-shaped housing (10) which holds the first connector (21) and the second connector (22); 
the housing ( 1 0) having first and second covers ( 1 2. 1 3), a frame (11) held between the first and second covers 
(12.1 3), a card retaining space (2) defined in the housing for retaining therein the second-standard-compliant 
card (100). and a card Insertion port (2A) provided on one end face thereof and communicating with the card 
retaining space (2); 

the first cover (12) formed with a cut-away portion (12A) recessed from the card insertion port (2A) in a card 
insertion direction and having a greater width than the second-standard-compliant card (100). 

2. A card connection adaptor as set forth in claim 1 , 

wherein the card retaining space (2) is defined between the frame (11 ) and the first cover (12), 

the card connection adaptor further comprising a guide portion (36) exposed from the cut-away portion (1 2A) 

for guiding a front edge of the second-standard-compliant card (100) with respect to the card insertion direction 

toward the card retaining space (2). 

3. A card connection adaptor as set forth in claim 1 or 2. wherein the frame (11 ) holds signal conversion circuitry (40) 
for mutual signal conversion between the first standard and the second standard between the card retaining space 
(2) and the second cover (13). 

4. A card connection adaptor as set forth in any of claims 1 to 3, wherein the second cover (13) has a protector 
extending to a position opposed to the cut-away portion (1 2A) of the first cover (1 2) for protection of the inside of 
the card connection adaptor. 

5. A card connection adaptor as set forth in any of claims 1 to 4, wherein the card insertion port (2A) opens in a 
direction generally perpendicular to an adaptor insertion directbn in which the card connection adaptor is inserted 
into the card slot (301 ). 

5. A card connection adaptor as set forth in any of claims 1 to 5. wherein a misinsertion prevention key (31 ) is provided 
on an end face of the frame (11 ) adjacent to the card insertion port {2A) for preventing the card connection adaptor 
from being inserted into the card slot in a wrong orientation. 

A card connection adaptor as set forth in any of claims 1 to 6. wherein the first cover (12) has a fold-back portion 
formed along an edge thereof defining the cut-away portion ( 1 2A) by folding back an edge portion thereof into the 
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card retaining space (2). 

8. A card connection adaptor as set forth in claim 7. wherein the fold-back portion is provided along an edge of the 
first cover extending perpendicularly to the card insertion direction. 

^ 9 A card connection adaptor as set forth in any of claims 1 to 8, further comprising a card lock mechanism 
(50,55,60.70,75.80) to be brought into abutment against a rear edge of the card retained in the card retaining 
space (2) for prevention of withdrawal of the card (100). 

10 10 A card connection adaptor as set forth in claim 9. wherein the card lock mechanism (50.55.60.70) comprises an 
abutment portion (51,56a.61D,73) provided retractably with respect to the card insertion port (2A), and a biasing 
member (52.56.61.71) for resiliently biasing the abutment portion (51 .56a.61 D.73) toward the card insertion port 
(2A). 

IS 11. A card connection adaptor as set forth in claim 10. wherein the biasing member includes a plate spring (61D) 
formed by incising and raising a portion of an earth clip (61). 

1 2 A card connection adaptor as set forth in claim 9. wherein the card lock mechanism (75.80) comprises a lock piece 
' (76.B1) having an abutment portion which is manually displaceabie in a retractable manner with respect to the 
20 card insertion port (2A). 
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